
 Prairie Lakes 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

S
E
P
T
E 
M 
B 
E 
R 

Calendar At-A-Glance 
ENGAGE Sunday, September 1, 10:00 AM: Becky Feyen will air the interview with 
Thich Nhat Hanh, Cheri Maples and Larry Ward "Being Peace in a World of Trauma".  
More details on page 4.  

Worship Service Sunday, September 8, 10:00 AM: Our annual Water Service and 
Harvest Festival! Please bring produce to share and stay after the service for the 
PLUUF annual group photo shoot and Second Sunday Potluck! More details on page 3.  

Please stay after the event for a potluck gathering.  
  

ENGAGE Sunday, September 15, 10:00 AM: Book discussion:  The Art of 
Communicating by Thich Nhat Hanh with Becky Feyen.  More details on page 4. 

Worship Service Sunday, September 22, 10:00 AM: The Reflection will be led by a 
former Dominican sister who now holds the position of Buddhist monk.  Paula Hirschbach 
will share her spiritual journey with us. 

5th Sunday, September 29: 5th Sunday Work FUNday :)  As is our routine for 5th 
Sunday, we hope you will help us do a little cleaning & maintenance inside &/or outside. 
Supervisors are welcome to hang out & provide moral support.  (Details page 4) 

Every Thursday from 7-9 p.m. Families United meets at PLUU F.  Families United is a 
support group open to anyone who has been affected by addiction. These meetings are 
open to the public. 
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315 Eureka Street  
Ripon, WI 54971   
920-745-2446 

 www.pluuf.org 
pluufripon@gmail.com  

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK 

Water 
Sharing 

All happening on Sunday, September 8! 

We will “rejoin” each other and re-commit to our fellowship via the 
Water Sharing while celebrating the bounty of the season. All 
food will be donated to the Food Pantry.  Group photo will be 

taken outside after the service (weather permitting). 
Please join us! 

Harvest Fest Annual   
PLUUF  
Group 

Photo and 
potluck   
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Well, here we are at another seasonal transition: moving into shorter days, bundling up & 
hunkering inside. I always feel that fall & winter are my time to regroup after the business of 
summer – lawn care, gardens, & trying to ‘make the most’ of summer with family & friends. 
Unfortunately, the ‘making the most’, and family & friend time rarely happens. The business often 
takes center stage over connecting with others. I keep believing the next season will be better; 
that I will organize my time differently to enjoy activities with the people I care about. The 
interesting thing is that I feel the work of taking care of things opposes the time I have to spend 
with others. In actuality, the work allows me to spend special times with others – a lovely yard & 
clean home in which to invite people & amazing food from the garden to create wonderful meals 
for our time spent together. So, I just need to do both and keep changing up the way I approach 

the things that need to be done, to maximize time & experiences with my community. 

This situation is similar for Prairie Lakes; the work to create the experiences of sharing & caring needs to be balanced. My 
ultimate objective is to foster a community that supports & challenges our members & friends. There are a multitude of 
details which contribute to the experiences at Prairie Lakes, & I am so thankful for everyone’s support & participation – just 
showing up is key. We are a small, but certainly mighty group that manages to provide thoughtful programing & content, 
thanks to everyone’s input. It certainly ‘takes a village’ to maintain our building, programming & social activities.  

We held our annual meeting WAY back in May – remember May? Well, I do & so does your Board of Directors. The Board 
also has information from our board retreat WAY, WAY back in January. We are continually trying to improve the processes 
to ensure we meet the needs, wants, experiences, and growth at Prairie Lakes. In an attempt to create a better flow of 
information & assistance, the August Board meeting discussion consisted of a critical look at our committees, liaisons, 
administrative manager & moderator roles. What the Board came up with will need your input & approval to modify our 
outdated by-laws. Oh yeah, this is something I have been avoiding for YEARS! We now have a valid & necessary reason to 
review & adjust the by-laws. The Board developed a preliminary proposal to add another representative-at-large/liaison 
position. It was also suggested that we rename the representative-at-large titles to reflect the individual role of each position. 
Below is an idea of what we plan to accomplish with committee co-chairs, liaisons, admin manager, & moderator. The 
details need to be addressed & the titles further developed: 

1. Administrative Manager (Tanya Schwartz-Roeper)  
1.1. Representative-At-Large – Board of Director Position (Jessica French) – Liaison to Community  

1.1.1.Community Outreach & Membership (Eric Bartlame & Jessica French) 
1.1.2.Care & Concern (Beth Howman-Combs & Lea Barzack) 

1.2. Representative-At-Large Board of Director Position (Pat Dobrinska) – Liaison to Sunday  
1.2.1.Sunday Service (Jill Steimsma) 
1.2.2.ENGAGE Sunday (Judy Harris & Becky Feyen) 

1.3. Representative-At-Large Board of Director Position (NEW POSITION) – Liaison to Religious Education  
1.3.1.Children’s RE (currently Becky & Tanya taking responsibility) 
1.3.2.Adult RE (managed by ENGAGE Sunday structure) 

2. Moderator (Becky Feyen) & Admin. Mgr. (Tanya Schwartz-Roeper) 
2.1. Facility & Maintenance (Brad Roost & Laird DeCramer) 

The Board is attempting to concentrate focus by reducing the variety of responsibilities. The intent is to provide greater 
support for committee co-chairs, which will extend to support for our members & friends. As I move out of the moderator 
role, I want to have processes in place that ensure the next moderator walks into a well-functioning committee structure, 
which benefits everyone associated with Prairie Lakes. 

As always, I am open to suggestions & encourage you to participate at your comfort level. Stay tuned for updates! 
Thank you for your continued support of Prairie Lakes –  

Message from the Moderator by Becky Feyen 
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Here we go, marching into fall.  Man, August went fast!  But, again, our August 
services were wonderful.  We started with Olive Albanese – the student 
who's studying medicine in Cuba – who updated us on what's happening there.  
If you missed that service, you missed something truly amazing.  The next 
Worship Service was led by Open Circle's Erika Jensen who journeyed with us 
as we explored our personal “origin stories”.  I'm so grateful for our 

connections to these two vital women. 

Not to be outdone, however, we invite all of you to our September services.  Hopefully, summer 
schedules will wind down so PLUUF attendance will pick up! 

Sunday, September 8, 10 a.m.:  It's that time of year, folks, ready or not.  It's our annual Water 
Sharing/In-Gathering led by famous Becky Feyen.  If you've not participated in this service 
previously, the service provides an opportunity to share your summer expeditions and water from 
those places you visited.  We'll co-mingle the waters as a symbol of our solidarity.  Don't have 
water?  No problem.  We'll provide some for you. 

Secondly, we'll incorporate our Annual Harvest Festival into the In-Gathering.  Not familiar with 
that?  Bring fresh produce – from your own garden or from the Farmer's Market – to share with 
local food programs.  Let's show our gratitude for the fall harvest and our ability to share with 
others. 

Thirdly, not normally on the docket, but...for my 70th birthday present, Judy and Dave Harris 
gave me a bunch of toothbrushes to send to Annunciation House.  Since I have to prepare a 
package anyway, I'm hoping many of you can ask your dentist(s) for small tubes of toothpaste 
and more toothbrushes to include in the mailing.  I'll see that all donations reach Annunciation 
House.  Thanks for all you do!!! 

Finally, lest we forget, it's Second Sunday Potluck to boot! 

Sunday, September 22, 10 a.m.:  Whoa – we can slow down a bit for this service.  The Reflection 
will be led by a former Dominican sister who now holds the position of Buddhist monk.  Paula 
Hirschbach will share her spiritual journey with us and thereby, hopefully, spur all of us to 
reflect on our own. 

September Worship Services by Jill Stiemsma 
 

Sunday, September 8 – The children will join our multi-generational service for Water Sharing & 
Harvest Festival. This is the time of year when UU’s come back together after a busy summer. 

Sunday, September 22 – Review of the Seven Principles as a foundation for the UUA Tapestry of Faith 
Curriculum - “Moral Tales” - which will begin in October. “Every day our children go forth into a complex 
world where they are often faced with difficult decisions and situations. Moral Tales attempts to 
provide children with the spiritual and ethical tools they will need to make choices and take actions 
reflective of their Unitarian Universalist beliefs and values.”  

Children’s Religious Education 



 

 

ENGAGE SUNDAY September 1: On Being 
interview with Thich Nhat Hanh, Cheri Maples 
and Larry Ward "Being Peace in a World of 
Trauma". Cheri Maples, was a member of Snow 
Flower Sangha in Madison and passed away in 
2016.  She was an ordained Dharma teacher 
who worked in the criminal justice system.  She 
organized a groundbreaking retreat in 2003 with Thich Nhat Hanh and criminal justice professionals 
in… Green Lake, WI!  Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh is a global spiritual leader, poet and peace 
activist revered around the world for his powerful teachings and bestselling writings on mindfulness 
and peace.  Larry Ward is co-director of the Lotus Institute in California and an ordained Baptist 
minister.   

 
ENGAGE SUNDAY September 15, 10:00 AM: Book discussion:  The Art of 
Communicating by Thich Nhat Hanh led by Becky Feyen.  Zen master Thich 
Nhat Hanh, bestselling author of Peace is Every Step and one of the most 
respected and celebrated religious leaders in the world, delivers a powerful 
path to happiness through mastering life's most important skill. 
 
How do we say what we mean in a way that the other person can really hear? 
How can we listen with compassion and understanding? 
 
Communication fuels the ties that bind, whether in relationships, business, or 
everyday interactions. Most of us, however, have never been taught the 
fundamental skills of communication—or how to best represent our true selves. 
Effective communication is as important to our well-being and happiness as the 
food we put into our bodies. It can be either healthy (and nourishing) or toxic 
(and destructive). 
 
In this precise and practical guide, Zen master and Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh reveals how to listen 
mindfully and express your fullest and most authentic self. With examples from his work with couples, 
families, and international conflicts, The Art of Communicating helps us move beyond the perils and 
frustrations of misrepresentation and misunderstanding to learn the listening and speaking skills that will 
forever change how we experience and impact the world. 

 

5th Sunday, September 29, 10:00 AM:  5th Sunday Work FUNday :) AND/OR continuation of book discussion. 

As is our routine for 5th Sunday, we hope you will help us do a little cleaning & maintenance inside &/or 
outside. Supervisors are welcome to hang out & provide moral support. 

• As always there is cleaning inside - dusting, washing, sweeping, vacuuming, etc. 
• Outside there is always sweeping, weeding, windows, etc.  

 
 

September ENGAGE Sundays   
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Dinner Show at Primo’s Restaurant brought to you by Wisconsin United to Amend* 
And, learn how We the People will Reclaim our Democracy 

There is no cost to attend - but they encourage you to have dinner during the play  
Where: Primo’s Restaurant:  2605 Jackson St. Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54901 
When: September 9th, 2019 from 6-8 PM 
What:  “Go Granny D!  You're Never Too Old to Raise A Little Hell” 

This is a live play performed by an expressive duo about Granny D Haddock – who at 90 years old walked across 
America to make visible the need to get Big Money out of our Politics.   

If interested contact Jim Crist at jim.crist@unitedtoamend.org 

These patriotic artists bring laughter and fun to the sobering recognition that our political system is broken. They have 
delivered this play from sea to shining sea. And Wisconsin United to Amend is bringing them to Oshkosh for your 
entertainment.   

Until We the People get the big money out of politics, we cannot create the government we deserve. We will not get big 
money out of politics until our Constitution is amended, so we can once again be represented.   

After the play George Penn of United to Amend will discuss why we have lost democracy to the corrupted big-money 
system and how to Fix This!  
*Wisconsin United To Amend (WIUTA) is a non-partisan state network of concerned citizens dedicated to restoring our representative 
democracy, by minimizing the corruptive influence that money has on our political process.  We seek to overturn Citizens United and 
related Supreme Court decisions so we may reclaim the liberties and privileges guaranteed in the U.S. Constitution for real people. 

Two Upcoming Events Recommended by Judy Harris 

 

 

Join us! For the Freeland Film Festival in Green Lake, WI September 13-15   
The weekend event is all about "Stories that Inspire". They will be featuring films (short, feature and documentaries) on 
people, wildlife and ecosystems that are facing daunting challenges. Festival begins Friday evening at Thrasher Opera 
House, and continues all weekend in multiple venues such as Thrasher, Town Square, Caestecker Library, and GL 
American Legion.  Also included are panel discussions, music and more!  
Freeland is a frontline organization working for a world that is free of wildlife trafficking and human slavery.  Their team of 
law enforcement and development specialists work alongside partners in Asia, Africa and the Americas to build capacity, 
reduce demand, strengthen networks and promote good governance to protect critical ecosystems and vulnerable people. 

Follow the link: 
http://www.freelandfilmfest.org/uncategorized/freeland-film-festival-welcomes-jane-seymour-to-beautiful-green-lake/ 
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In Case You Missed It In August 

Speakers included Dr. Jon Pahl (Educator, Author, Public 
Speaker), Dr. Younis Zaldan (Islamic Center of Wisconsin), 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Willadsen (Presbyterian Pastor) 

In Olive’s previous visit to PLUUF, 
we learned a great deal about 
Cuba’s efforts to train medical 
personnel from around the 
world.  Olive is one of those 
students.  This time around, she 
shared her perspective about what 
it’s like to live and grow with a truly 
worldwide community, much of 
which is African or of African 
ancestry. 

Olive Lewinski Albanese, who has studied medicine in Cuba since 
2013, expects to graduate in 2021.  She lives and studies mostly with 
those either from Africa or those Americans of African descent, which 
has provided her with a rich source of wisdom and perspective on 
poverty and white privilege.  Born in Milwaukee and raised in Fond 
du Lac, she graduated from UW-Madison as a major in Women and 
Gender Studies.  All graduates of the Cuban medical training are 
expected to provide services in under-served areas of their 
respective countries.  Olive will need support to find a Residency and 
pass her Boards in the US when the time comes. 

The myths (or stories) 
that we tell about our 
beginnings affect us 
lifelong as we interact 
with people of different 
cultures and different 
faiths. We examined, 
through readings, some 
origin myths from 
different religious 
traditions. Erika shared 
some stories from her 
childhood and young 

adulthood as she interacted with people of different faith 
traditions. She emphasized the importance of 
compassionate, non-judgmental listening. 
She concluded by saying, “As a culture we need to get 
better at storytelling; it’s essential if we’re ever going to 
understand each other…all of our stories are linked, all of 
our stories are part of one story…we are writing our story 
together.    
Erika Jensen is a member at Open Circle UU in Fond du Lac. She is a 
former organic farmer and stage 4 cancer thriver. 

Pat led a presentation 
and discussion honoring 
the 100th anniversary of 
the landmark passage of 
the 19th amendment, 
which granted women 
the right to vote. A short 
video examined the 
history of the Equal 
Rights  
Amendment.  Following 
the video, Pat led a 
discussion that shared 
information about the 
trials, tribulations and 

triumphs of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony 
as they strived to give birth to the women’s movement.  
Pat, along with members of the congregation, shared their 
own personal stories of the challenges faced in a “mans’” 
world.   
To find out more about the ERA, please refer to the Ken 
Burn’s Emmy Award winning documentary, “Not For 
Ourselves, Alone”.  It recounts the story of Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony  as they fought for women 
everywhere.  The DVD is available at public libraries, 
Amazon, or can be downloaded from PBS.org.   

 

 

2019  Fox Valley Islamic Society  
INTERFAITH GATHERING  

Speakers include:  

Dr. Jon Pahl (Educator, Author, Public Speaker) 

Dr. Younis Zaidan (Islamic Center of Wisconsin)  

Rev. Dr. Thomas Willadsen (Presbyterian Pastor)  

Learn,  
Interact,  

Feast  
for Free 

103 Kappell Drive 
Neenah, WI 

   RSVP Appreciated by Sunday July 28th, Email fvis.interfaith@gmail.com  Phone 920 215 9840 or 
 

In case of bad weather, the Gathering will be held at  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 140 S. Green Bay Road, Neenah  

Sunday, August 4  
2:30 to 5:30 pm 

 

MOVING FROM FEAR TOWARD MUTUAL TRUST 
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WISH LIST 

We are trying to reduce some of our Prairie Lakes expenses.  If you can donate any of the items 
listed below, we would greatly appreciate it.       Thank you J 

• Copy paper 
• HP Ink Cartridges 
• 13 gallon trash bags 

 
 

Becky Feyen’s final term as Moderator expires at the end of our fiscal year on June 30, 2020.  She will 
have dedicated 6 years to this position!  She has guided Prairie Lakes through a tremendous amount 
of change and has helped create a financially sound and vibrant fellowship community.  Becky has 
gone above and beyond the call of duty with her position as Moderator.  Now we need to seek a 
replacement.  Here are a few of the basic requirements: 

• Must be a voting member of Prairie Lakes  
• Guides Board on mission, policy and long-range planning 
• Creates agenda and leads monthly board meetings 
• Writes the “Moderator’s Message” for the monthly newsletter 
• Participates in Sunday services as desired and/or as needed 
• Opportunity to attend UU leadership training workshops and assemblies 

This position receives support and guidance from the other members of the board and the 
administrative manager as needed.   

If you are interested in finding out more information about the position, 
please contact Tanya at tanyapapermaker@gmail.com  

WANTED:  Moderator for Prairie Lakes  
Beginning July 1 for a 2-year term 

• Fair Trade coffee 
• Brita water filters 
• Stamps 

Treasurer’s Report as of August 28, 2019  

																									August	2019		 	Year	to	Date						Annual	Budget	
Income							 $866	 	 $2,293.70								 							$26,004*	
Expenses				 $11,778												$16,496								 							$41,375**	
	
 

	
	
Summer	Camp	financial	report:		Summer	Camp	expenses	totaled	$457	for	food,	

project	materials,	performer	and	others.		Our	Webster	Foundation	grant	paid	100%	
of	the	expenses	J 		

Detailed	monthly	financial	reports	are	always	available	at	PLUUF	or	by	request:	
tanyapapermaker@gmail.com		

	
	

Board of Directors* 
Moderator 

Becky Feyen 

Secretary 
Linda DeCramer 

Treasurer 
Jim Goyette 

At Large Representative 
Pat Dobrinska 

At Large Representative 
Jessica French 
Staff Position 

Administrator Manager 
Tanya Schwartz-Roeper 

*Annual Budget Income does not reflect Restricted Funds                                                               
**Annual Budget Expenses will use Restricted Funds and Funds from the 

Common Endowment Fund to cover outdoor renovation project. 


